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More Than Veterinary Care ﬁ“?#

The Bond That Matters

For many families, a beloved pet is more than a
companion; they are a source of comfort, routine, and
unconditional support. As veterinary costs continue to
rise, essential care can become difficult to afford,
forcing pet owners to make impossible choices.

At Pets In Need, we believe no one should have to
choose between their pet’s health and their expenses.
Our mission is to provide affordable, high-quality
veterinary care that allows individuals and families of
limited means to keep their dogs and cats healthy
while preserving the important bond they share.

Each year, Pets In Need serves more than 6,000 pets
through wellness care, disease management, surgery,
dental services, and other essential veterinary care.
Behind every appointment is a story of a family
receiving support when they need it most.

One of those stories belongs to Jennifer, a disabled
veteran who turned to Pets In Need when her pets’
care became financially challenging. Her pets are an
important part of her emotional well-being. She relies
on them as emotional support animals and describes
the bond she shares with them as deeply meaningful.

After losing her beloved cat, Skittles, Jennifer
welcomed Hughey into her life. But when Hughey
developed a life-threatening condition, the timing
could not have been more difficult. Jennifer was also
navigating a transition into a new living situation while
managing her disability and grieving the loss of
Skittles. The possibility of losing Hughey, too, added
another devastating challenge during an already
difficult period.

Pets ih_-Need

OF GREATER CINCINNATI

NONPROFIT VETERINARY CLINIC

Hughey needed surgery and significant aftercare,
and the cost of that care was more than Jennifer
could afford, even with Pets In Need’'s reduced
fees. Recognizing how important Hughey was to
Jennifer's well-being, Pets In Need partnered with
her VA case manager to help make his care
possible. Together, the VA and Pets In Need worked
to cover the full cost of the treatment Hughey
needed, allowing Jennifer to focus on his recovery
rather than how she would pay for it.

Today, Jennifer calls Hughey her “miracle baby,” a
reflection of just how much his presence means to
her. "Without him, | question the existence of my
emotional well-being. | am so grateful to Pets In
Need and thank God for them daily.”

Jennifer's story is just one example of what can
happen when organizations work together to
support both people and their pets. Partnerships,
along with the support of donors, help Pets In Need
bridge the gap when even reduced veterinary
costs remain out of reach.

For more than a decade, Pets In Need has worked
to make veterinary care accessible to families
who need it most. There are thousands of pets
who still need care, and continued support makes
it possible for us to provide essential services to
the people and pets who rely on us. Every
donation helps keep pets healthy and where they
belong: with the people who love them.

Learn more about Pets In Need or make a
donation at PINCincinnati.org.
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s the holiday season ap-
proaches, homes begin

to shimmer with the fa-
miliar enchantment of Christmas.
Beneath glittering trees and amidst
beautifully wrapped presents, few
surprises seem quite as heart-
warming as a wide-eyed puppy
adorned with a crimson bow or a
curious kitten peeking from a fes-
tive basket as seen in many media
depictions such as holiday cards or
Hallmark films.
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However, animals are not toys,
nor are they temporary novelties
to be discarded once the excite-
ment of Christmas morning has
faded. They are living, breathing
creatures, endowed with individu-
al personalities, emotional needs,
and an unwavering dependence
upon those entrusted with their
care. And the decision to welcome
an animal into one's home should
never be made on impulse, how-
ever benevolent the intentions.

[ HOLIDAY J
Life
Is Not a
Gift

The responsibility of
bringing home a pet this
Christmas

BY KIRA TACKETT

Before welcoming a new compan-
ion into the household, prospec-
tive owners must look beyond the
initial enchantment of ownership
and consider the years of commit-
ment awaiting them. Dogs require
exercise, training, companionship,
and veterinary attention. Cats
need enrichment, appropriate nu-
trition, and environments condu-
cive to their physical and psycho-
logical well-being. Even seemingly
undemanding companions, such



as hamsters, rabbits, reptiles,
and fish, all possess specialized
requirements that are frequently
underestimated.

Before introducing an animal
into the family, thorough research
is indispensable. Understanding
an animal's expected lifespan,
dietary needs, habitat, temper-
ament, and potential medical
expenses can mean the difference
between a flourishing companion-
ship and a regrettable surrender.
Prospective owners must also
consider whether their schedules,
finances, living arrangements, and
long-term circumstances can ac-
commodate another living being.
For families with young children,
the distinction between affection
and responsibility is particularly
important. While caring for an
animal can cultivate empathy and
accountability, children cannot
reasonably be expected to shoul-
der the entirety of that respon-
sibility. Ultimately, the adults of
the household must be prepared
to provide consistent care, even
when youthful enthusiasm inevita-
bly wanes.

Fortunately, the magic of
Christmas need not depend upon
introducing an animal before
a family is ready! For children
fascinated by the animal kingdom,
consider gifting wildlife experi-
ences, educational books, realistic
plush animals, or opportunities
to participate in age-appropriate
shelter volunteering. Sponsoring a

shelter animal or donating sup-
plies in a child's name can also
nurture compassion while sup-
porting creatures already awaiting
loving homes. Furthermore, the
Cincinnati Zoo is open win-
ter-long and hosts a variety of en-
gaging events, such as the Happy
Zoo Year countdown. These alter-
natives offer meaningful opportu-
nities to celebrate animals without
prematurely assuming responsi-
bility for one. And for those who

impulsive holiday gesture, but

a thoughtful decision involving

everyone who will share responsi-

bility for the animal's future.
When the decorations have dis-

appeared, the presents have been

forgotten, and another Christmas

“For while Christmas lasts
but a day, the responsibility
of loving another life
endures long after the
decorations are put away.

have carefully considered their
circumstances and concluded that
they are genuinely prepared to
welcome a lifelong companion,
consider adoption before purchas-
ing from a breeder or pet store.
Animal shelters and rescue organi-
zations are home to countless de-
serving creatures, from exuberant
puppies and affectionate kittens to
overlooked senior animals whose
greatest wish is simply another
chance at belonging.

Adoption should never be an

has quietly surrendered to the
coming year, that animal will re-
main, still needing nourishment,
patience, affection, and protection.
For while Christmas lasts but a
day, the responsibility of loving
another life endures long after the
decorations are put away.

3¢
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COMMUNITY

SPCA CINCINNATI

A Foundation for a #%
New Era

After more than 150 years, SPCA Cincinnati is redefining what an animal shelter
can do for a whole community.

BY KIRA TACKETT
T

ith more than 150
years of history be-
hind it, SPCA Cin-

cinnati is looking toward a future

in which animal welfare means
more than simply finding homes
for abandoned pets. Under the
leadership of President and CEO
Chris Seelbach, the organization's
longstanding commitment to com-
passion is entering an ambitious
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new chapter, one he describes as
“A Foundation for the New Era”
For Seelbach, this new era is
defined not merely by the number
of animals rescued or adopted,
but by a broader understanding
of what meaningful, sustainable
animal welfare can accomplish
for an entire community. From
behavioral enrichment programs
and specialized veterinary facili-

ties to initiatives helping families
navigate the financial hardships of
pet ownership, SPCA Cincinnati
is expanding its mission beyond
the traditional boundaries of an
animal shelter. The foundation of
this evolution? A philosophy be-
lieving animal welfare and human
well-being are inseparably inter-
twined, and sometimes, the most
compassionate intervention is



preventing an animal from need-
ing shelter in the first place.

It is a philosophy reflected in
the organization's far-reaching
impact. According to its annual
report, SPCA Cincinnati helped
27,428 animals throughout the
year. Of those, 2,428 received
shelter, while 2,290 found adop-
tive homes. Another 1,089 ben-
efited from foster care, receiving
temporary refuge in private house-
holds while awaiting the next
chapter of their lives. Beyond its
shelters, the organization assisted
25,000 community pets, dis-
tributed 147,000 pounds of pet
food, performed 1,387 spay and
neuter surgeries, and provided
thousands of medical services.

Behind these figures, however,
is a leader whose dedication to
animals began long before he en-
tered the world of animal rescue.
Before assuming the presidency of
SPCA Cincinnati, Seelbach spent
years navigating the complexities
of public service and Cincinnati
politics, and beneath this career
in government was an enduring
affection for animals, one that
had shaped his personal convic-
tions since childhood. In a Sep-
tember 2025 interview with the
Association for Animal Welfare
Advancement, Seelbach recalled
learning from a preschool teacher,
at just five years old, that some of
the foods he enjoyed came from
animals. Disturbed by the revela-
tion, he informed his parents that
he no longer wished to eat meat,
and it was a decision he has main-
tained all throughout his life. That

conviction would eventually find
expression in his political career.
Among his early actions on Cin-
cinnati City Council was helping
repeal the city's controversial pit
bull ban, advocating instead for
legislation that held irresponsible
owners accountable rather than
condemning animals solely on the
basis of breed, and furthermore
supporting efforts to prohibit the
use of exotic animals in circuses.

Following his departure from
City Council, Seelbach took a sab-
batical to reflect upon the direc-
tion of his life. Rather than imme-
diately pursuing another political
position, he began considering
where his professional experience,
personal happiness, and desire to
contribute something meaningful
to society might converge.

His answer? Time and again, it
was animals.

He soon became involved with
Ohio Alleycat Rescue, eventually
taking the helm of the organiza-
tion and gaining firsthand ex-
perience with both the practical
and emotional complexities of
animal rescue. When the oppor-
tunity to lead SPCA Cincinnati
arose, the transition represented a
natural continuation of a journey
that had begun decades earli-
er; In 2025, Seelbach succeeded
longtime President and CEO
Mike Retzlaft, whose nearly three
decades of leadership had helped
shape SPCA Cincinnati into the
institution it is today. Inheriting
responsibility for an organization
with more than a century and a
half of history was both an honor

2025
BY THE
NUMBERS

27,428

animals helped

2,290

adoptions

1,089

animals in foster care

~25,000

community pets assisted

147,000 lbs

of pet food distributed

1,387

spay and neuter surgeries

Source: SPCA Cincinnati annual report

and an extraordinary undertaking.
For Seelbach, it also presented an
opportunity to build upon that
legacy while reimagining how

a humane society could serve
animals and the people who love
them.

One particular rescue has
become an especially personal
reminder of what compassion
can accomplish. In March 2026, a
five-year-old orange cat known as
Pumpkin arrived at SPCA Cin-
cinnati following the death of her
previous owner. Unlike animals
surrendered because of intentional
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PUMPKIN Seelbach with Pumpkin, who
arrived at SPCA Cincinnati at about 25

pounds and has been slimming down in his

home.

“Sometimes
the most
compassionate
intervention is

preventing an
animal from
needing shelter
in the first
place.”
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neglect or abuse, Pumpkin ap-
peared to have come from a loving
home. Nevertheless, her physical
condition presented an alarming
challenge. Weighing approximate-
ly 25 pounds, she was severely
obese and with legs bowing be-
neath the strain of her own body.
Walking had become difficult, and
even routine veterinary examina-
tions could pose a danger when
her breathing grew labored.

For Seelbach, Pumpkin was
more than another animal in need
of assistance. She was an individ-
ual deserving the opportunity to
live a healthier life, and thus he
eventually welcomed her into his
own household, joining his two
resident cats, Doe and Dottie.
The transition was not without its
difficulties, as Pumpkin initially
struggled to adjust to her unfamil-
iar surroundings and new feline
companions. Yet with patience and
a carefully managed approach to
her health, she gradually began to
flourish. By October 2026, Pump-
kin had lost nearly three pounds.
Her once-strained movements
had grown more comfortable, her
coat had become glossier, and she
could even climb onto the couch
to rest alongside her feline house-
mates. For an organization whose
history stretches across more than
a century and a half, the future is
not about abandoning the princi-
ples upon which it was founded.
It is about expanding their reach,
recognizing that caring for ani-
mals also means supporting the
communities that sustain them.
And for the man guiding SPCA

Cincinnati into its next era, some-
times the most compelling evi-
dence of that mission's importance
is an orange cat finally comfort-
able enough to climb onto a couch
and make herself at home.

Just as Pumpkin once did, an
animal entering the shelter for
the first time can be profoundly
disorienting. Unfamiliar sounds,
strange scents, disrupted routines,
and separation from everything
they have ever known instinc-
tively sends any animal into a
state of fear. Recognizing that an
animal's behavior under stressful
circumstances does not necessar-
ily reflect its true temperament,
SPCA Cincinnati has begun
reimagining how shelter animals
are understood, rehabilitated,
and ultimately prepared for their
forever homes. One of the most
significant developments in this
effort came in 2025, when the
organization introduced the na-
tionally recognized Dogs Playing
for Life program, an enrichment
initiative that uses carefully super-
vised group play to improve the
physical and behavioral well-being
of shelter dogs. Rather than as-
sessing their personalities exclu-
sively through interactions inside
kennels, the program provides
opportunities for dogs to socialize
in a more natural environment
to observe behaviors that might
otherwise remain hidden beneath
the stress of confinement. Beyond
providing much-needed exercise
and companionship, these inter-
actions help dogs develop social
skills and demonstrate their com-



DAISY Daisy, before and after her recovery at SPCA Cincinnati.

patibility with potential canine
housemates.

According to SPCA Cincinna-
ti's 2025 annual report, the pro-
gram contributed to a reduction
of more than 40% in the length
of time dogs spent in the shelter,
helping more animals find perma-
nent homes sooner. Perhaps no
story illustrates its success more
vividly than Caesar's. Initially,
the brown pit bull mix exhibited
behaviors that raised concerns
about his ability to coexist with
other dogs. Yet once introduced
to structured playgroups, Caesar
revealed an entirely different per-
sonality. What initially appeared
to be a difficult dog blossomed
into an affectionate, sociable
companion, eventually becoming
one of the shelter's trusted “helper
dogs,” welcoming newcomers and
encouraging apprehensive animals
to venture beyond their comfort
zones. With a more complete
understanding of Caesar's tem-

perament, shelter personnel could
confidently communicate his com-
patibility to prospective adopters.
Eventually, he found a family who
embraced his enthusiasm for ca-
nine companionship. His transfor-
mation also embodies Seelbach's
longstanding determination to
challenge misconceptions sur-
rounding pit bulls, demonstrating
how easily an animal can be mis-
understood when judged solely by
circumstance or breed.

Yet behavioral enrichment
represents only one dimension
of SPCA Cincinnati's expanding
mission. For countless animals,
the journey toward a permanent
home must first begin with heal-
ing. In 2025, the organization
welcomed a second full-time
veterinarian, strengthening its
ability to provide comprehensive
medical attention. Throughout the
year, its veterinary team admin-
istered 5,254 vaccines, delivered
4,935 preventative treatments,

performed 1,387 spay and neuter
surgeries, and completed another
1,612 surgical procedures. Be-
hind those figures are animals like
Daisy, a dog surrendered when
her increasingly urgent medical
needs exceeded what her previous
owners could afford. By the time
she arrived, Daisy was suffer-

ing from a severe skin infection
complicated by antibiotic-resis-
tant staph, alongside heartworm
disease. Physically uncomfortable
and emotionally withdrawn, she
faced a difficult recovery requir-
ing prolonged treatment and
attentiveness - and so, over the
following two and a half months,
SPCA Cincinnati's veterinary and
animal care teams worked tireless-
ly to restore her health. Gradually,
the frightened dog emerged from
her suffering, revealing the play-
ful personality that illness had
obscured. Where there had once
been a visibly distressed animal
now stood an exuberant, outgo
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ing companion, her coat
restored and her expression
transformed into an unmis-
takably delighted, tongue-out
smile. Daisy's remarkable recov-
ery demonstrates what becomes
possible when vulnerable ani-
mals receive the medical atten-
tion they deserve, regardless of
the circumstances that brought
them into shelter care.

Seelbach intends to strength-
en that commitment through
plans for a new medical cen-
ter opening in January 2027,
expanding access to essential
veterinary services. Meanwhile,
successful placements continue:
as of October 11, 2026, SPCA
Cincinnati had facilitated 1,701
adoptions that year, including
588 dogs and 1,113 cats. How-
ever, some of the organization's
most transformative work
occurs beyond its veterinary
facilities and adoption kennels,
within the homes of communi-
ty members willing to provide
temporary sanctuary. In 2025,
1,089 animals entered foster
care through SPCA Cincinnati,
finding refuge with families who
helped them recover from med-
ical procedures, develop social
skills, or simply experience the
reassurance of a stable house-
hold. Besides easing pressure on
shelter facilities, fostering pro-
vides individualized attention
in environments resembling the
permanent homes these ani-
mals may eventually enter - and
sometimes, having become far
too attached, their foster parents
may be the ones to adopt them
in the end.

Such assistance becomes
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especially indispensable during
kitten season, when newborn
and vulnerable felines place ex-
traordinary demands on shelter
resources. Approximately 90%
of kittens and nursing mother
cats in SPCA Cincinnati's care
are placed with foster fami-
lies, ensuring they receive the
specialized nurturing essential

to their earliest stages of life.
L
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personal hardship, and it was
the SPCA in which allowed this
wonderful bridge to be built
between them.

Among the organization's
2025 accomplishments, Seel-
bach identifies the Chow Now
Pantry as a particular source
of pride. What began in 2020
as a modest collection of do-
nated pet food, inspired by a
volunteer who recognized an
emerging community need, has

Animal welfare and

human well-being are
inseparably intertwined.”

Sometimes, however, offering
sanctuary becomes an unex-
pected source of healing for the
person extending that kindness
- such was the case with Bud-
dy, a shelter dog whose story,
recounted in the annual report:
His eventual foster caregiver
had been navigating a difficult
period of depression when they
encountered his photograph
online. Something about Buddy
inspired them to welcome him
into their home, beginning a
relationship that would trans-
form both their lives. Buddy
discovered security and affec-
tion, while his caregiver found
companionship, renewed pur-
pose, and emotional connection
during a period of profound

developed into a substantial
regional assistance program.
Today, the pantry operates from
a 4,000-square-foot warehouse,
distributing food through com-
munity partners across eight
counties. In 2025 alone, SPCA
Cincinnati distributed approx-
imately 147,000 pounds of pet
food, helping families provide
for more than 2,000 animals
without sacrificing their own
financial stability. Demand in-
creased by 40% compared with
the previous year, underscor-
ing the mounting challenges
facing pet owners. The Chow
Now Pantry operates upon a
principle of assistance without
judgment, recognizing that tem-
porary financial hardship does



not diminish someone's love for
their companion - all they need
is a little assistance, in which

its K280 volunteers will happily
provide.

Beyond direct care and
community assistance, SPCA
Cincinnati is cultivating a
more compassionate future
through education. During
2025, its humane education
team reached more than 2,000
students across 140 classrooms
throughout Greater Cincinnati,
introducing young people to
responsible animal interactions,
empathy, and the commitments
associated with pet ownership.
Sometimes, these lessons begin
with something as simple as
learning how to approach a dog.
In one example highlighted by
the annual report, preschool
children gathered around a gen-
tle therapy dog named Coda.
Before petting him, they learned
to request permission, approach
slowly, and respect boundaries.
Although seemingly modest,
such encounters establish an
essential foundation for under-
standing the needs and feelings
of other living beings - which is
important for children, whose
senses of empathy are still de-
veloping.

For Seelbach, leadership
means “bringing new energy to
already good work,” building
upon generations of accom-
plishment while envisioning
how the organization can be-
come even more impactful.
Plans for an adoption center in
Cincinnati's Over-the-Rhine
neighborhood represent an-
other step toward strengthening

connections between animals,
prospective families, and the
surrounding community. Yet
none of these ambitions would
be possible without the volun-
teers, donors, foster families,
and community partners who
sustain SPCA Cincinnati's
mission. As a private, indepen-
dent nonprofit, the organiza-
tion relies heavily on charitable
contributions rather than fund-
ing from a parent organization
or government agency, and its
adoptions only make up 1% of
its income. In 2025, volunteers
contributed 24,328 hours of
service, a 15% increase from the
previous year. With 275 active
monthly volunteers and grow-
ing corporate and community
participation, their collective
efforts represented more than
$400,000 in estimated opera-
tional value.

Fundraising initiatives
proved equally essential. The
organization's 23rd Annual
Fur Ball Gala welcomed more
than 600 supporters and raised
$703,640 for its lifesaving pro-
grams, while the Tails on the
Trail community event generat-
ed nearly $30,000 in additional
support. Together, these contri-
butions demonstrate that SPCA
Cincinnati's future rests not
upon the vision of any single
leader, but upon a community
united. After more than 150
years, that enduring promise re-
mains the organization's greatest
inheritance, and the foundation
upon which its new era will be
built.

Among those who experi-
enced that spirit of community

CARE IN 2025

5,254

vaccines given

4,935

preventative treatments

1,612

surgical procedures

24,328

volunteer hours

$703,640

raised at the Fur Ball Gala

Source: SPCA Cincinnati annual report

firsthand was my father, Matt
Tackett, who had the pleasure
of attending Tails on the Trail.
Through his personal observa-
tions and photographs, he offers
a closer look at the people and
costume-wearing animals that
made the event memorable.
And with this, I will turn the
spotlight over to him.
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SKIBIDI R1ZZ

Skibidi Rizz, the Horse

in Ohio

The internet's favorite “brainrot racehorse” is a real athlete, and

he just won in Ohio.

BY KIRA TACKETT

orn March 27, 2022,

Skibidi Rizz is an Ameri-

can Thoroughbred geld-
ing whose pedigree is considerably
more traditional than his uncon-
ventional name suggests, regis-
tered by 2016 Kentucky Derby
winner Nyquist, out of Sinwaan,
and currently races for trainer Saul
M. Morales and owner N and E
Racing Stables. His sire, Nyquist,
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won the 2016 Kentucky Derby,
while his dam, Sinwaan, originates
from another established racing
bloodline. For those fortunate
enough to have escaped the in-
ternet's ever-evolving lexicon, his
name combines two particularly
notorious expressions of Genera-
tion Alpha slang, his name com-
bines “Skibidi,” the nonsense term
popularized by Skibidi Toilet, and

“rizz,” internet slang for charisma.
Together, they produce a phrase so
delightfully ridiculous that hearing
a professional race announcer pro-
claim it with the utmost serious-
ness has become entertainment in
its own right.

Skibidi Rizz first captured
widespread online attention
during the summer of 2025,
particularly following his maiden



victory at Horseshoe Indi-
anapolis on July 15. As the
young Thoroughbred thun-
dered toward the finish line,
the announcer's enthusiastic
declaration of his name trans-
formed an otherwise ordinary
racing triumph into an ex-
traordinary moment of inter-
net hilarity. Video clips spread
rapidly across social media,
introducing countless specta-
tors to a horse - and perhaps
even a sport - they might
never otherwise have encoun-
tered. His newfound popular-
ity coincided with the interna-
tional resurgence of interest in
Umamusume: Pretty Derby,
the Japanese multimedia fran-
chise that reimagines real-life
racehorses as anthropomor-
phized characters. Inevitably,
fans began envisioning what
Skibidi Rizz might look like
within its universe, trans-
forming the real-life gelding
into an unlikely muse for fan
art and online discussions of
unlikely intersection of tra-
ditional equestrian sport and
contemporary digital culture,
bridging generations through
a shared appreciation for the

“There is a legitimate
athlete shining brightly

behind the viral
phenomenon.”

wonderfully ridiculous.

However, his growing rep-
utation is not entirely depen-
dent on his comical name.
On July 13, 2026, Skibidi Rizz
secured another victory at
Thistledown in North Ran-
dall, Ohio, prevailing in the
fourth race, a one-mile claim-
ing contest contested over
dirt. The geographical coinci-
dence was almost too perfect
to manufacture. After all, the
expression "Only in Ohio" has
long occupied the same pecu-
liar corner of internet humor
as "Skibidi" and "rizz", further-
more adding fuel to the fire
- that the internet's beloved
so-called "brainrot racehorse"
should claim a victory in the
very state immortalized by
another viral meme seemed
nothing short of poetic absur-
dity.

With jockey Brandon
Tapara among those guiding
him to success during his
racing career, Skibidi Rizz
continued building upon his
competitive record, ultimately
accumulating three victories
across 23 career starts as of

late October 2026. And while
he has yet to become a major
stakes-winning superstar, the
young horse’s performanc-

es demonstrate that there is

a legitimate athlete shining
brightly behind the viral phe-
nomenon, and we the people
of Ohio shall be cheering him

onwards!
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PICKET PROTECTOR

KEEPS DOGS INSIDE THE FENCE

www.thepicketprotector.com

SAY GOODBYE TO
FENCE ESCAPES!

Your pet deserves to roam safely without the risk of
slipping through your fence.

Get your Picket Protector today!

“Works great and is easy to apply/ remove. It seems very
comfortable too since our Scottie Bonnie would let us know if it
wasn't.”

\ Taina Lamsa

“Got this for our trip to Florida where our unit is on the 21st floor
with a balcony. Such a life saver & peace of mind knowing our pup
would be safe so high up on the balcony. We used it everyday
without a worry. Highly recommend!”

Danielle Rodriguez

“| got this for my mom for her birthday. They have a fenced in back
yard but our small dog has gotten through many times. She loves
the look and quality of the harness and the peace of mind it gives

her. She can now relax in her backyard.”

Emily - Raleigh, NC
"It did exactly what it's deS|gned to do! My little one kept going
through the gate into my neighbor's yard, or he'll get out and run
back and forth in front of the house until he decided to return to
his own yard."
Lashawn - Norwalk, CA - Repeat Customer

For more information, please visit
www.thepicketprotector.com
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e Spaw Products

O 139 Main Street
<% Hamilton, OH 45013

€, (513) 502-0407

@% www.petwantshamilton.com
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FULL SERVICE
¥ GROOMING

SELF-SERVICE
CONTACT US!

$15.00 OFF

$10.00 OFF

(. (513)847-1240 ) 6896 Tylersville Rd, () Mon-Sat:
West Chester OH 45069 10 am -7 pm
Sun: Closed

- Welcome To -

OPEN 9-5

every Saturday and Sunday,
601 Union Rd. Lebanon, OH 45036

Want to bump up your sales at an existing
enterprise? Do you have a really great idea that
you would like to try out? Always wanted to be
your own boss? Traders World, now in its 28th

year, offers just that opportunity. Where else can
you open a business for under $100 and
immediately see thousands of shoppers every day.
It is as easy as 1, 2, 3. Select a space, move in and
start selling. At Traders World you will see 8,000 to
10,000 shoppers every Saturday and Sunday.



Doc Mom Correk Co.
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For the woman behind Dog Mom Coffee Co., the dream
has always been bigger than coffee: one day becoming
a full-time dog mom and providing a soft place to land
for elderly dachshunds and chihuahuas in need. Coffee
became the perfect sidekick, especially on a chilly fall
morning with a dog curled up beside you, but the
business also grew from something personal. With a
family history of high blood pressure, she wanted the
people she loves to enjoy all the fun flavors of coffee
without caffeine being their only option, which is why
every Dog Mom Coffee Co. flavor is available in both
regular and decaf. And while Dog Mom Coffee Co. is
proudly female-owned, the dream has never been hers
alone. Her husband and family have been beside her
every step of the way, helping turn ideas into reality,
stepping in wherever needed, and reminding her that
with hard work, a supportive family, and maybe a little
coffee, even the biggest dreams can become possible.

More Than a Coffee Company

Our dogs are woven into the brand. Some have been
with us since they were old enough to come home;
others are rescues who joined the family later. They
inspire products, have coffees named after them and
make appearances at our shops. Supporting the pet
community also means showing up. We participate in
events hosted by local rescues and community groups,
and if your organization has a special event coming up,
we would love to hear from you.

WHERE CoFreg, CaNINEs & CommuNITY COME TOGETHER

Dog Mom Coffee Co, was build around a simple kind of comfort:
a warm cup, a beloved dog nearby, and a place where coffee,
self-care, and community can meet.

“In 2018, my dream became even more
personal when Max came into our lives.
Our beautiful senior Chihuahua was an
old soul with an old body, but he never
let age hold him down. Loving Max
strengthened something we already felt
deeply. senior dogs deserve more than
being overlooked because they have
gotten older.

We gave Max the best senior life we
could until we lost him in 2024 following
a brain bleed. His impact never left. He
continues to inspire our passion for
rescue and our dream of someday
doing even more for elderly dachshunds
and chihuahuas in need". - Nellie

Not Your Average Coffee Shop

Dog Mom Coffee Co. was not created to be an extravagant
cafe where the coffee gets lost beneath everything added
to it. Our coffee speaks for itself. We want you to discover a
coffee you love, take it home and make it part of your own
routine - a Sunday morning, a quiet porch, time with family
or a few peaceful minutes with your dog.

As we grow, we plan to expand our ability to brew for the
community while keeping things simple. Think of us as the
"‘mom-and-pop"” cafe of coffee shops: we brew it, and you
dress it up however you like. For those who prefer something
different, we also offer a wide selection of teas.

Behind the Slogan - SIP. STAY. HEAL.

As a Licensed Therapist specializing in mental health, Sip.
Stay. Heal. holds a much deeper meaning for her than a
simple coffee slogan. She knows how easy it can be to
become overwhelmed by life, to put everyone else first, or to
forget that you are important, too. Sip is the reminder to
slow down, take a moment for yourself, and breathe. Stay is
about being present, in the moment, with yourself, and
maybe beside the four-legged companion who loves you
without judgment or expectation. Heal is the reminder that
healing doesn't have to happen all at once; sometimes it
happens one day, one choice, and one small moment at a
time. Through Dog Mom Coffee Co., she hopes Sip. Stay.
Heal. reminds people that their mental health matters,
taking care of themselves matters, and even on the difficult

days... they matter. 19 Holiday 2026
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Premium Coffee with a Purpose

At Dog Mom Coffee Co., we believe life is better
with a warm mug in one hand and a wagging tail
by your side. Our coffee is crafted to bring people

together, support dog charities, and remind you
to take a moment for yourself.

SUPPORTS SMALL BATCH
DOG CHARITIES ROASTING

Giving back with Roasted with care for

every cup. exceptional flavor.
JTF @

&

= SHI

SUBSCRIBE OUTSTANDING

& SAVE CUSTOMER SERVICE

Fresh coffee delivered We're here for you

and money saved. and your pups!

e

For the human,
ot the dog!

Offered in Decaf, Whole Bean, and Ground

80z, 120z, 160z, 2lbs, & 5lbs

Q 227 Main Street, Hamilton =AML R AR f=y Parking in Rear
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1,000

Adloptable
Animals

Cincinnati's Largest
Pet Adloption Event

Februoury 20 & 21
Spoeoky Neok Hamilton

mufurryvalentine.com




Cincinnati Animal CARE

Sheltering in a Different Way

By Sharon Boyles

o i = -
cincinnati
-: I :-animal CARE

ShalLor & 1 0ToUr e CorilEf

ome people see a need and just turn away.
Others see a need and put their heart and soul
into doing something about it.

Carolyn Evans is one of those people. She is a local
nonprofit executive, founder, and organizational
transformation leader who has helped build two highly
successful initiatives to help animals in need in Greater
Cincinnati. Carolyn is a co-founder of Cincinnati
Animal CARE (CAC), and founder of My Furry Valentine,
Greater Cincinnati’'s largest annual pet adoption event.

CAC got its start in 2020, after SPCA Cincinnati
announced it would no longer operate Hamilton
County’s animal shelter and dog warden services.
Hamilton County was left without a shelter operator,

22 Holiday 2026

and as the weeks turned to months, no one was
coming forward to fill the role. “Our team believed the
animals of our county deserved better,” Carolyn says.
“We knew we could usher in a new way of sheltering
that focused on lifesaving, and Cincinnati Animal CARE
was born.”

CAC currently operates two locations, one at 3949
Colerain Avenue, and one at 4210 Dane Avenue. The
organization offers a variety of affordable services
and care for pets in Hamilton County and throughout
the Cincinnati area. More than just a shelter, CAC's
primary operational functions are animal sheltering
and animal control, supported by veterinary care,
foster and adoption programs, a weekly free vaccine
clinic, dog behavior training and other community-
based services. “We work to keep pets with their
families whenever possible, reunite lost animals with
their owners, expand access to veterinary care, and
create pathways to placement beyond the shelter
walls,” Carolyn explains. “Our goal is to make the shelter
a temporary stop on the way to a safe, compatible
home.”

With 100 employees providing services such as animal
care, veterinary care, animal control, and lifesaving
programs and approximately 1000 volunteers
contributing to enrichment, animal care, fostering,
adoption, and outreach, CAC is making an enormously
positive impact on pets and their people in the
Cincinnati area.

Carolyn shared a memorable impact story from CAC’s
early days. “Gino came to us unable to use his back
legs,” she recalls. “Our staff, many of whom had worked
for the previous operator, assumed that would be a
death sentence. Instead, our Medical Director brought
out a wheelchair and explained to our staff, ‘We are
not euthanizing this dog.” The tears from our staff said
everything. As a shelter team, they had expected one



“We are not euthanizing
this dog.”

— CAC'’s Medical Director, on Gino

outcome, based on what they had known before.
Instead, they watched Gino get his bearings and then
run across the parking lot. That moment has stayed

BY THE NUMBERS

with me ever since. It was one of those moments when 9,000+
our staff began to truly understand what we meant animals enter care at CAC every year
when we committed to ‘sheltering in a different way.” 100
More than 9,000 animals enter care at CAC annually, emfEloyees
and tens of thousands more pets and their people ~I,OOO
o . . volunteers
are positively impacted through CAC adoptions,
reunifications with owners, transfers to placement 2

locations: 3949 Colerain Ave. & 4210 Dane
Ave.

partners, foster care, veterinary services, and
community support.

Cincinnati Animal CARE set out to do more than
operate an animal shelter differently. The team knew
that saving more lives required a fundamental shift
in the community’s relationship with its shelter and
in what people believed was possible. They made
transparency and community engagement central to
their work, inviting the community to become partners
in its lifesaving mission because people can't help
solve problems they don't know exist. The community
responded, becoming an essential part of what it
means to shelter in a different way.

Photos courtesy of Cincinnati Animal CARE 23 Ho“day 2026



DOG POOP
REMOVAL

DOG WALKING =
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WASTE STATION
INSTALLATION

= A GLEANER YARD. A HAPPIEH HI!ME

-~ We scoop so you don’t have to. <y z
A, v m ;,*w -

..ﬁ A+ | o®e 53?4+ | Local & trusted
ger DBBB Accredited '.‘ yards cleaned | since 2020

2 CALL OR TEXT
Q o . FIRST SCOOP 513-518-0262
Dog Waste Goose Waste Waste Station | Weekly & bi-weekly FRE E DOODOODR.COM
Remaval Removal Service plans avillable. RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | HOA COMMUNITIES
VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED ‘ CLEANER YARDS. HEALTHIER PETS. STRONGER COMMUNITIES.

£ HOUNDS TOWN BRatCILs/S

e ASON TO
Hounds Town Springboro ) ‘N THE
grteneiall " oACk! K

(937) 787-5867

A

‘v ./
GET A FREE TOWNIE BATH! f _ﬂ
Just mention this ad! 7 |
Must pass a free evaluation to use free bath offer, and one bath per dog. / / ‘

Hounds Town Cincinnati

DOG & CAT BOARDING = DAYCARE

4327 Red Bank Road, Cincinnati, OH 45227
(513) 663-4343




+« MARY PUPPINS LLC

IN MY HOME OR YOURS
WEEKEND AND VACATION STAYS

Welcome to Mary Puppins—your go-to for pet boarding
and sitting in Amelia, OH! We provide loving care in your
home (within a 10-15 mile radius) for drop-ins and walks,
and in our home-environment for daycare and boarding
* with experienced staff, spacious, cozy,
home-away-from-home accommodations for your furry
friends. Sign them up to hang out with Mary Puppins and HOURS

her practically pawfeet nanny while you are away. , M ON "S UN 7A M _7 PM

e - MORE INFOMATION T
' 513-304-0421 ©« WWW.MARYPUPPINSLLC.COM : f u

T {‘::'
Y, f? =
w/ KONTOTA

MOBILE GROOMING

GROOMING

THAT COMES 70

Stress-Free. Convenient. Cage-Free.

FIRST-TIME CUSTOMER OFFER

' ]
T
w  Blucherry Facial s 1
e Paw ared noss CATE-FREE CONVENSENT = STRES
meisturisng butber massage - : e L

PREMIUM UPGRADE & e sherng st

¢ Your ehokti of Prafmium

ol ]
L st gredntd ; "
d L] i Shampoo & Conditioner

Serving Sharonville, Mason,

@ kontota.com | R, Call: (513) 655-3316 | @D Text: (947) 622-8119 | West Chester, Blue Ash &
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Pet

Friendly Freats

Instructions
SWEET POTATO DOG TREATS

Preheat your oven to 200.
Line a cookie sheet with parchment paper.
« 2 medium sweet potatoes sliced into 1/4
inch thickness

Sprinkle Parchment paper with the turmeric.
In a large bowl toss sweet potatoes with the

« 21/2 tbsp of coconut oil melted

« 1tbsp of ground turmeric

> L=

melted coconut oil, spread on the cookie sheet
to make sure they do not touch, spread around
in a single layer and Bake for two hours while
turning every 30 minutes.

Your Fur Baby will love this treat, and they can be stored in a
air tight jar for 30 days and they make great gifts too!

{, 513-474-5700

.._n.llﬁtq‘hm @ cincinnativetcenter.com serVices We prOVide

CIncmpatl@ Cincinnati OF 45255 » Preventive Care

We Provide The % Emergency Care

Care You r Pet %% Routine & Emergency Surgery
0y -
D

Deserves & AL

Accepting New Clients Now! *»7 Preventative Care Plans

Exotic Pet Care h’f’ -
ey
DN

*

Laser Therapy ﬁ,f,?

25%OFF

YOURFIRST
VISIT

*only be available
lients

for new clien

Financing Options available
(Care Credit, Scratch Pay)



< Gubmit your pet photo for our %

- VSPRING |ssus

p\cTURE COI.I.AGEI G

We're creating a fun sprmg collage
featuring some of the area’s craziest
and silliest pet pictures—and we want

YOUR pet to be a part of it!

00
',

| !

T ‘ ‘-
HOW TO SUBMIT: -:
= = Email your pet photo to:

@ matt@natlpets com

%@ Include your pet's name

-'.',o Your name and city

% A short, fun description of your pet
and what makes them so silly or crazy!

DEADLINE FOR PHOTOS:

, 'FEBRUARY 28,202735.
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In Loving Memory of

Cole & Marmalade

BY KIRA TACKETT

Jessica Josephs and Chris Poole with Cole and Marmalade.

here was once a simpler, gettable faces emerged, that being

more innocent era of the  of Cole, a magnificent black cat,

internet, when authentic-  and Marmalade, his mischievous
ity flourished in its most unassum-  orange-tabby “little brother”

ing forms and “crazy cat videos” Unlike viral sensations such
could unite millions through as Keyboard Cat or Grumpy Cat,
laughter. Among the countless whose fame arose from one-hit
feline personalities that captured wonders or amusing appearances,
the world's affection, two unfor- Cole and Marmalade's appeal was

something altogether more inti-
mate. Through their filmed play-
ful and everyday eccentricities,
viewers discovered the extraordi-
nary beauty concealed within the
ordinary experience of loving an
animal. Their devoted humans,
Chris Poole and Jessica Josephs,
transformed these precious mo

29 Holiday 2026



ments into a celebration
of feline companionship that
would eventually touch millions
of lives.

Adopted in 2013, the spirited
Marmalade would soon face
challenges unforeseen, as a year
later, his family received dev-
astating news: Marmalade had
cancer. Further testing revealed
that he furthermore had feline
immunodeficiency virus - or
FIV - a condition that can com-
promise a cat's immune system.
Refusing to surrender hope, his
family pursued treatment. Fol-
lowing surgery and twelve che-
motherapy sessions, the orange
tabby kitten entered remission,
continuing to embrace life with
his characteristic enthusiasm.
His survival became a testament
to compassionate veterinary
care and the possibilities await-
ing medically vulnerable ani-
mals when afforded a fighting
chance.

Sadly, on October 10, 2021,
Cole passed away following his

own battle with cancer, leaving
behind a profound absence in
the lives of his family and the
countless admirers who had
grown to love him. Then Mar-
malade followed his brother
over the rainbow bridge exactly
five years later, on October 10,
2026, at thirteen years old. His
final moments were spent at
home, surrounded by the un-
conditional affection of Chris
and Jess. Two beloved compan-
ions, departing this world on
the same calendar day, separat-
ed by five years.

Yet, their passing does not
signify the end of their storyX
quite the opposite, it rather illu-
minates the remarkable legacy
they leave behind. Through
Cole, countless viewers discov-
ered that black cats, unjustly
burdened by centuries of su-
perstition, deserved affection
rather than apprehension. And
through Marmalade, audiences
learned that an FIV-positive
diagnosis need not preclude a

tulfilling life overflowing with
companionship and love. To-
gether, Chris and Jess trans-
formed their cats' popularity
into a platform championing
adoption, rescue efforts, spay-
and-neuter initiatives, and
compassionate animal care. En-
tertainment became education,
admiration became advocacy,
and two ordinary cats became
extraordinary ambassadors for
their species.

Ultimately, their legacy tran-
scends the superficial value of
internet fame. It lives within the
animals adopted because some-
one watched their videos, the
black cats welcomed rather than
feared, and the vulnerable fe-
lines afforded another chance at
happiness. Cole and Marmalade
may have exhausted their nine
lives, but the compassion they
inspired will live on in countless
more.

“Cole and Marmalade may have
exhausted their nine lives, but the

compassion they inspired will live on
in countless more.”

30 Holiday 2026
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By NatiPets Magazine
e playing in
y roing for walks
around Cincinnati, or cuddling
on the couch, Rojo is always

Meet Angela Florea and her
beloved dog Rojo, the winner
of our 2026 Holiday Issue

Cutest Pet Contest!

Angela and Rojo have been
best friends for years, and
she says he brings joy
everyone he meets. “Rojo is
always happy, loves
adventures, and h

. biggest heart,”

Angela shared.

by Angela’s side.

Thank you to everyone who
entered our contest. '
seeing all of the am

from across the Tri-State!
Wishing vou and your pets a
happy. thy and joy-filled

holiday

-

The Next 3 Paﬂes Feature Om

%&@ Pet Pictune Collage!,
_ __ Thank you to everyone who submitted their pet pictures.
Your amazing pets make this issue so special!
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Blue Death-Feigning
Beetles

Deceivers of the desert

BY KIRA TACKETT

f all the extraordinary

little creatures I have had

the privilege of keeping
throughout my adventures in
invertebrate husbandry, few have
captured my affection quite like a
certain blueberry-shaped beetle.
For the past two years, I have had
the honor of sharing my home
with these delightful little desert
dwellers, whose unassuming ap-
pearances conceal an abundance
of charm and curious character.
With their powdery, sky-blue
exoskeletons, inquisitively twitch-
ing antennae, and rather theatrical
tendency to pretend they have

shuftled oft this mortal coil, blue
death-feigning beetles (Asbolus
verrucosus) are living proof that
sometimes simpler is better!
Native to the sunbaked des-
erts of the southwestern United
States and northern Mexico, these
endearing little arthropods are fa-
mously named after their defense
mechanism. When confronted
with danger, these beetles may
abruptly collapse into an almost
comically convincing imitation of
death, drawing their delicate legs
and antennae inward and remain-
ing motionless until the perceived
threat has passed. This peculiar

performance, scientifically known
as thanatosis, serves to discourage
predators with a preference for liv-
ing prey. Their characteristic blue
coloration, meanwhile, is no mere
aesthetic extravagance. A protec-
tive, waxy coating envelops their
exoskeletons, helping preserve
precious moisture beneath the
relentless desert sun. Interestingly,
excessive humidity can temporar-
ily diminish this powdery finish,
revealing the darker exoskeleton
underneath. In my experience,
this transformation is particularly
amusing when one of my little
blue gluttons decides to bury its
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entire face in a particularly
juicy piece of fruit or beetle
jelly!

Fortunately, providing these
miniature desert wanderers
with a comfortable home is
wonderfully straightforward.

I would confidently consider
them among the easiest arthro-
pods to maintain, requiring nei-
ther elaborate equipment nor an
especially demanding husband-
ry routine. A well-ventilated,
approximately 10-gallon enclo-
sure can accommodate a small
colony, furnished with several
inches of dry sand or a suitable
sand-and-soil mixture. Cork
bark, securely arranged stones,
and weathered pieces of wood
or even dried animal bones (for
that desert aesthetic) provide
opportunities for climbing, ex-
ploration, and shelter. Tempera-
tures ranging between approx-
imately 70 - 85°F are generally
suitable, ideally with a gentle
daytime temperature gradient.
Above all, their surroundings
should remain predominantly
arid, as persistently damp con-
ditions can prove detrimental to
their health. Although much of
their moisture comes from food,
a shallow water dish with secure
footing may also be provided.

As for their culinary prefer-
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ences, scavenging omnivores,
they are not picky- carrots,
squash, sweet potatoes, and
occasional morsels of fruit
make welcome additions to
their menu, supplemented by
protein-rich offerings such as
dried insects, freshly killed
mealworms, or appropriate
commercial insect diets. Fresh
food should be offered sparingly
and removed before spoilage,
preventing unwanted mold and
moisture from disturbing their
miniature desert paradise.

Unlike many commonly kept
insects, blue death-feigning bee-
tles can live for several years in
captivity, with some reportedly
surviving five to eight years or
longer under favorable condi-
tions. Their peaceful tempera-
ment also makes them excellent
communal inhabitants, some
owners in which have even
co-habitated them with scorpi-
ons or red velvet ants, provided
the resources and space are
available - overcrowding will
cause them stress.

Breeding these beetles,
however, is a challenge in itself
Although adults may reproduce
readily, successfully nurturing
their offspring through larval
development and pupation
requires considerably more

CARE SHEET
Native to: deserts of the
southwestern U.S. and
northern Mexico

Enclosure: well-ventilated,
about 10 gallons for a small
colony

Substrate: several inches of
dry sand or a sand-and-soil

mix
Temperature: about 70-85°F

Diet: carrots, squash, sweet
potato, a little fruit, plus
dried insects or mealworms

Lifespan: 5 to 8 years or
longer

specialized conditions. Larvae
benefit from a separate, careful-
ly managed environment with
greater substrate moisture than
their desert-loving parents, al-
though their dietary preferences
remain similarly accommodat-
ing. It is a husbandry milestone
I have yet to achieve myself,
but one I eagerly hope to cel-
ebrate someday. Until then, I
am perfectly content to admire
my little blue companions as
they clumsily tumble over their
decorations among equally silly
activities befitting of such a
creature.
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Turn Their Best Week Ever

INTO THE BEST SUMMER EVER!

Give your dog a week of fun on us! New customers can
enjoy a FREE week of daycare at The Dog Stop® and
see what all the tail-wagging excitement is about.

PREMIUM | DOG 3 SPA
@ BOARDING @ DAYCARE i % GROOMING RETAIL
i i BOUTIQUE
Spacious suites, Safe play, great | Fram baths 1 i Fun, healthy treats,
cameras in Luxury exarcise & new | full spa days— ¢ toys, gear & more

& VIP suites &

friends every day,  : 7 days a wenk! i ;
personalized care. e 4 ¥ i for the dog you love.

Call or go online to schedule
your FREE week of daycare!

Conveniently located right off of I-71 Exit L (513} 817_0994 Lf:f:ﬁw&l

at 5164 Kennedy Avenue, 45213 e e
thedogstop.com/cincinnati |
\.._3

)
s
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YIRS FREE FIRST
EXAM
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Q GREATER CINCINNATI
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IN-HOME PET EUTHANASIA

3

Gentle, unhurried veterinary care - without
the stress of @ car ride or clinic.

ﬁ A veterinarian comes to you

The kindest gift
can be peace.

A Care Coordinator will listen, answer questions
and help guide you toward the next step that feels
right for your family.

In-home euthanasia

Gentle veterinary care at home.

Teleadvice & consultations

Guidance when you are unsure.
Peaceful, familiar surroundings

Family and other pets can be present
Cremation & aftercare

Private time to say goodbye Respectful options and keepsakes.

CALL A CINCINNATI CARE COORDINATOR [=1%; ﬂ'@

h ithdi itv. . . . "._. !—j
DR. KLOEPFER . o.mew'lt ignity cor'nIC|.nC|‘nnat| E b"hi.

cincinnaticare@homewithdignity.com

(51 3) 993'631 1 Open Monday-Saturday | By appointment O By

SCAN TO LEARN MORE




[Have your canine companion
become a canine super hero today!

6995 East Kemper Road Cincinnati, OH 45248 513.530.0911 Bloocdbank@carecentervets.com carecenterbloocdbank.com

What do you get?

e Free bag of Adult Diet food (35l) with
every donation
e One Complimentary Care Center

Is Your Dog: E;r;igency office visit (~$180 value) per wan na help?
* Between 1land 7 years of age? No cost for blood donor screening Go to CareCenterBloodBank.caom
o Atleast 40 pounds? ($1400 value) and click on the denor

gualifications tab. Then, simply
answer the survey guestions to

e Current on vaccines and an

; e Complimentary annual lab work - CBC,
heartworm, flea and tick

, Chem and heartworm test ($390 value) } ;
preventatives year rqund? e Complimentary blood products should see |f_y0u will be one step closerl
e In gc-_od health {cerFaM . your dog ever require a transfusion** to being the owner ofia dog who is
medications may disgualifiy amember of this elite life-saving
them, just ask!) team.
DOGS NEED?ELOOD TOO!
We are the anly non-profit canine blood bank in the tri-state area.
Come be a part of something great!

*Blood' donor recelves o complimentary emergency office call. Additionol services such as dingnastics and treatment are nat included

Complimentang visit cannot be oppied 1o other hausehaold pets, enly the porticpating donors

“Complimentary blood products imited to the number of units your dog hos donated duning their participation with the Biood Bank. Blood products can be pockaged ond shipped [ the donor & not In Cincinnoti when fronsfusion fs
required

/A )
(57-4 Pets In Need «°
G/ OF CREATER CINCINNATI

NONPROFIT VETERINARY CLINIC

AFFORDABLE VETERINARY CARE IS
NEEDED NOW MORE THAN EVER

As more families struggle to afford
veterinary care, Pets In Need provides
affordable care to no-, low-, and limited-
income families. Your donation helps
° make essential veterinary care possible
:’. and keeps pets healthy and home.

Every gift helps protect the bond between peopls
and the pets they love.

“Pets In Need makes sure I never EIEVREREERGT

have to choose between myself andiRALIEE I IAN |
my pet” changes lives.
Make a

-Pets In Need Client donation now. E

— d'liﬁ:ihilm-—-

513-761-7387 | www.pincincinnati.org | 520 W. Wyommg Ave



STAY<«PLAY

LIBERTY TOWNSHIP

New guests can try
boarding FREE with
their pet’s first night’s
stay and day of play.

$99 . WK o)

UNLIMITED BOARDING DAYCARE GROOMING
DAYCARE

&’ Spacious stays, supervised play, and loving care.

MAKE A RESERVATION

@ (513) 342-8407 | @ libertytownship.petsuitesofamerica.com

@ 4928 Urmston Mdws, Liberty Township, OH 45011
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“PEACE OF MIND PET CARE'
QC.Q.N ATI -

Comfort at home.®

Peace of mind
i\, While you're away.
,:/}7. J". ﬁ Personaliz; care, loving ‘% X
N

attention, and visit updates.
° ) -
koi@#ﬁaﬂ w

Pet visits Dog walks Small pet care
\’ Plant care, mail pickup & home check-ins during visits. ‘ﬂ

- Book a meet-and-greet =

® 513-441-3524

v 2 peaceofmindpetcarecincy@gmail.com

'—»L{ — 9 Serving Cincinnati’s East Side —— %,_

%
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SAVES

PETS
LIVES!

XOOM Energy has been on a
mission to help end pet homelessness.

Customers who enroll in RescuelLock 12:
5% of their monthly energy charges are
contributed to PetSmart Charities.

Along with knowing that you are making
a difference, you get the peace of mind
that comes with a fixed-price energy plan.

Proud Supporter of

PETSMART

HOW CAN YOUR 5 SAVE LIVES?

An estimated 7 million pets enter shelters every year, while
nearly 3 million never find a forever home. PetSmart Charities
has helped 8 million pets find a home to date.

EACH DONATION HELPS FUND:

harities.

SCAN TO ENROLL

-

' ~
: Rescue Spay/neuter Emergency
Adoptions programs surgeries relief
Helping pets Supporting Preventing Providing urgent
find loving rescues and pet overpopulation carw andidiEaster
forever homes. shelters. and promoting assistance.
| J health.
A\ J

/

E go2rinfrow@gmail.com |

e

Service animal

and pet therapy
programs L 2
Enriching lives Learn more:
through healing httbs:
s://acn.xoomenergy.com
and support. ps:// EY /

en/?p-08507082

Call or text

513-652-7353
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INTERNATIONAL MARKET

J

DISCOVER WHAT'’S
TRENDING IN PETS!

BIRDS 5§ MORE!

DOGS

Your pet deserves the best Food, Treats, Medications, Toys, and Accessories!
Find it allinJungle Jim’s Pet Department.

Jungle Jim’s International Jungle Jim’s International
Market Fairfield Market Eastgate
5440 Dixie Hwy 4450 Eastgate South Drive

Fairfield, Ohio 45014 Cincinnati, Ohio 45245



Santa Paws Is |
Coming to Town! .

This holiday season, bring your
four-legged bestie along for the magic!
Load up the car and experience millions
of dazzling lights at Nights of Lights, a
drive-thru holiday adventure the whole
family can enjoy, paws included!

'@ 2M+ holiday lights

@E@. Nearly 2 miles of holiday magic

.24 About 30 minutes of lights & music
024 Enjoy it all from your car

Ogl Pets welcome!

OPEN NIGHTLY
Warren County Fairgrounds | 665 N Broadway St., Lebanon, OH
Get tickets at queencitylightshow.com



EVENT RECAP -

Tails on the Trails

SPCA CINCINNATI

SPCA Cincinnati’s 5K Run & Dog Walk

By Matt Tackett, Publisher, NatiPets

The NatiPets booth at Francis RecreAcres Park.

| was at SPCA Cincinnati’s Tails on the Trails 5K, the annual
fundraiser held at Francis RecreAcres Park (next to SPCA
Cincinnati’'s Sharonville Compus) at 11982 Conrey Road,
and it was a big hit. It was chilly and cloudy and spitting a
little rain on that Saturday morning, October 19th, but that
didn't stop people from coming out and participating,
from the runners and walkers to the vendors. There was a
lot to do, from the run/walk itself to the DJ spinning great
tunes to the shelter tours. There was plenty of fun to be
had.

The setup was nice, with Dunkin’ providing donuts and
coffee for breakfast in the morning and Chick-fil-A
providing chips and chicken sandwiches for lunch in
the afternoon. | met a lot of interesting people, several
clients and the SPCA staff, who are wonderful. Mandy,
who | worked with to get our booth set up and create a
partnership with the SPCA, was wonderful too (thanks,
Mandy!).

We are very excited to have formed this partnership with
the SPCA, and NatiPets is going to be very involved in

2027, not just with the SPCA but with all the local shelters
and nonprofits. We have a great platform and can be the
voice for everyone. Bringing a voice to the pet industry, to
the nonprofits, to the shelters and to those who generally
don’t have a voice is something we take great pride in.

| want to thank everyone from the SPCA and all the
vendors involved in this event for a lovely time. And
congratulations to our costume contest winners: Josie
and family for the cutest group costume, Charlie for the
scariest costume, and Roscoe for the cutest costume.

If anybody is interested in getting involved with NatiPets,
whether you'd like to submit stories for your nonprofit or
business or you'd like advertising information, feel free to
reach out to me at Matt@natipets.com. Happy holidays,
everyone, and thank you for a great 2026. All of us at
NatiPets are looking forward to a fantastic 2027.

AROUND THE EVENT

,__\’1';-:\#_!\*:

=X

Evendale-Blue Ash

The giant inflatable
Pet Hospital pup
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Continued Tails on the Trails article from page 52

Costume Contest Winners

Cutest Costume: Roscoe Matt with the SPCA 5K finishers show off their
NMascot. medals.

Get Involved with NatiPets

Want to share a story about your nonprofit or business, or get advertising information? Reach out to
Matt at Matt@natipets.com.
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Growing to Save More Lives

Our new Over-the-Rhine Adoption Center is
connecting more animals with loving families.
An expanded medical center coming to
Sharonville in early 2027 will help us provide

lifesaving care to even more animals.

Every adoption gives a pet a home. Every
treatment gives an animal a healthy start.
Together, they change lives.

Your year-end gift helps
provide lifesaving
medical care, second
chances, and loving
homes for animals

who need us most.

Locations:

Over-the-Rhine
Adoption Center:
1312 Main Street

Sharonville Campus:
11900 Conrey Road

adopt. volunteer. donate.
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PUPPY PICKET « BLACK ALUMINUM

AN -_ \\ t ‘; ‘\i ;
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GOOD FENCES KEEP
GOOD DOGS HOME.

Puppy-picket aluminum closes the gap at the bottom of the fence, so small dogs
stay in the yard. Black finish, no rust, no repainting.

= 0 e e Kk

“Very helpful from design to

L] L]
Since 1970 Free Estimates | finish. Just what | wanted and
needed for my yard! Thank you!”
SERVING CINCINNATI WE COME TO YOU ZGanals Revicoe

@ MILLS | (513) 631-0333

FENCE CO MILLSFENCE.COM « CALL TODAY




Pet Boarding

Quality Boarding in (mcmnatl
for 32 Years. Visit
www.animalarkpet.com
and compare our prices to the

competition. Boarding your pet
at Animal Ark will
SAVE YOU MONEY!

[ ]
Pet Grooming
Dogs & Cats 7 days a week and evenings
Experienced Groomers at Great Prices.

Gll 512-825-73287 for appointment

Pet Boarding & Grooming Hours:
Mon- Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 8am - 6pm, Sun 10am - 4pm
2150 Struble Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45231

" 2FREE |

Nights of Boarding |

for New Customers.
| Call 513-825-7387 for reservation. |

| New customers only. One offer per customer with Reach coupon only |
Vaccinations required. Not valid with any other coupon or offer.
Valid through 4/30/27. r

L —
r— - — — — — 7
$

| 100FF |
Your First Full Grooming |
or Bath & Nail Trimming

for New Customers.
| (all 513-825-7387 for reservation. |

New customers only. One offer per customer with Reach coupon only
Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Valid through 4/30/27.

Y
i&%ﬁ\ f

. /g“ Prafessional care Pevsanal touch. @

Wm[%aﬂ@petm.
When you’re away,
I’'m home.

Megan Reed

- PET SERVICES <«
L)

In-home care for your pets — and everything you'd
otherwise be worrying about. Your animals keep their own
routine in their own home, your house stays lived-in, and
you get to be fully wherever you are.

Fully insured Free Meet & Greet Overnights - Visits - Walks

Serving the greater Columbus & Cincinnati areas - 614-600-4734

Scan for a
free quote

meganreedpetservices.com

or call 614-600-4734

Any pet you call family.




MEET THE TILCAYO Leopardus tilcayo, the first new wildcat species described in more than a century.

WILD DISCOVERIES

Meet the Remarkable

Species Found in 2026

From a tiny spotted wildcat to a five-pound fungus, 2026 was a

big year for new species.

BY KIRA TACKETT

espite centuries of sci-
entific exploration, the
natural world remains

an inexhaustible source of revela-
tion. Throughout 2026, biologists
have documented remarkable
organisms previously unknown
to science, uncovering extraor-
dinary lives concealed within
even familiar surroundings. Each
discovery illuminates another
passage in Earth’s evolutionary

50 Holiday 2026

history, enriching our understand-
ing of biodiversity while lending
renewed urgency to its protection.
With every passing year, we learn
how much remains beyond our
knowledge, and how precious are
each and every of the wonderful
creatures that flourish there.

One of the year's most astonish-
ing discoveries came from Bolivia's
cloud-covered Yungas forests,
where researchers identified a new

wildcat species, Leopardus tilcayo,
the first new wild cat species iden-
tified in over 100 years. Smaller
than a domestic housecat and
adorned with distinctive spotted
fur, this elusive feline represents
the first newly described living
wildcat species in more than a
century. Genetic studies revealed
that South American tiger cats,
previously grouped into fewer spe-
cies, possess considerably greater



FROG Adenomera varcena, a tiny frog from the Amazon’s seasonally flooded varzea forests.

diversity than scientists once
believed, a distinction in which
could prove crucial to protecting
vulnerable populations threatened
by deforestation and habitat frag-
mentation.

Meanwhile in the varzea for-
ests, a seasonally flooded Amazo-
nian ecosystem associated with
whitewater rivers, scientists dis-
covered a diminutive frog with a
surprisingly unusual voice. Named
Adenomera varcena, the brown
amphibian measures approxi-

mately 22 to 24 millimeters long
and closely resembles its relatives.
However, its remarkably slow
mating call sets it apart. While
related frogs may produce dozens
of calls per minute, this species
emits just one to five. Researchers
believe such vocal differences play
an important role in reproduction
and species recognition.

In Ethiopia's mountainous
Harenna Forest, another discov-
ery emerged in the form of the
white-throated egg-eater, Dasypel-

BIRD The cheerful fantail, Rhipidura
laguceria.

tis albigularis. This nonvenomous
snake possesses striking black
scales, bluish skin and a contrast-
ing white underside. Rather than
hunting rodents, it feeds exclusive-
ly on bird eggs, using specialized
vertebrae to crack their shells.
Initially mistaken for a known
relative, the snake was eventually
distinguished through anatomical
and genetic examinations.

In China's Yunnan province,
researchers identified Dianju-
nus rex, an extraordinary fungus
nicknamed "D-rex." Its reproduc-
tive structures can reach 20 inches
tall and weigh nearly five pounds,
making them the largest known
among the ascomycete fungi. So
genetically distinctive is this or-
ganism that scientists established
an entirely new fungal family to
accommodate it. Its evolutionary
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SNAKE The white-throated egg-eater,
Dasypeltis albigularis.

lineage may date back approx-
imately 65 million years, shortly
after the dinosaurs' extinction -
ironically enough.

Across the ocean, research-
ers also identified the cheerful
fantail, Rhipidura laguceria, on
Indonesia's remote Babar Islands.
Previously confused with the cin-
namon-tailed fantail, this song-
bird was recognized as a distinct
species following comparisons of
historical museum specimens. Its
identification demonstrates how
scientific collections can contin-
ue yielding discoveries long after
specimens were first gathered.

Together, these discoveries
illustrate both nature's extraordi-

FUNGUS Dianjunus rex, the “D-rex” fungus from China’s Yunnan province.

nary complexity and the urgency
of protecting it. Many newly iden-
tified species inhabit ecosystems
increasingly threatened by human
activity, raising the troubling pos-
sibility that some organisms could
disappear before scientists even
recognize their existence. And as
2026 continues, it remains appar-
ent that Earth still holds countless

biological mysteries, and every
newly discovered species provides
another reason to preserve the
remarkable diversity of life sur-
rounding us.

“Earth still holds countless

biological mysteries.”
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PetPartners

of Greater Cincinnati

Comfort. Connection. Joy.

Therapy Z
pets maker
every visity

brighter®

Pet Partners of Greater Cincinnati
brings smiles, calm, and connection
to schools, care communities,
and more.

Senior

r. Care Settings
Communities




AROUND TOWN

Light in the Forest

Cincinnati Nature Center's winter light trail returns to Rowe Woods in December.

BY KIRA TACKETT

s winter descends upon

Ohio, and the last ves-

tiges of autumn surren-
der to the season’s icy embrace,
the forests of Cincinnati Nature
Center prepare to awaken beneath
an extraordinary tapestry of color
and light. Where the woodland
canopy once shimmered with the
golden brilliance of falling leaves,
thousands of twinkling lights
will soon illuminate the darkness
to breathe enchantment into an
otherwise slumbering landscape.
This December, the beloved Light
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in the Forest celebration returns to
Rowe Woods in Milford, inviting
visitors to wander into a whimsical
world where nature and imagina-
tion intertwine reminiscent of the
fantastical wonderland of Lewis
Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland,
promising to transform the other-
wise quiet desolation of an Ohio
winter into something positively
magical.

Beginning with its Opening
Weekend Celebration on Decem-
ber 4th - 6th, 2026, Light in the
Forest will transform approxi-

mately one mile of winding wood-
land trails into an illuminated
spectacle. Beneath the silhouettes
of towering trees, meadows, and
alongside the tranquil reflections
of forest ponds, visitors will dis-
cover a landscape reborn through
the artistry of light. This year’s
celebration introduces imagina-
tive new installations from eight
regional light artists, including six
associated with Cincinnati’s inter-
nationally celebrated BLINK light
festival, all collaborating together
to illuminate the forest’s natural



architecture.

Here, families may immerse
themselves in interactive light dis-
plays, festive children’s crafts, and
a whimsical scavenger hunt that
encourages young adventurers to
uncover the woodland’s hidden
wonders. The cheerful melodies
of live music will drift through
the wintry air, while the comfort-
ing glow of a crackling campfire
offers a welcome refuge from
December’s chill. Visitors may
also wander through a beautifully
decorated historic home, indulge
in seasonal refreshments from
visiting food and beverage trucks,
or discover distinctive holiday
treasures inside the Nature Shop
at Rowe Visitor Center. Opening
Weekend brings an additional
flourish of holiday spirit, with
costumed woodland creatures
greeting guests, traditional carol-
ers filling the evening with song,
and a ceremonial tree lighting at
Krippendorf Lodge at 6 p.m. each
evening from December 4th -
6th. Guests are even encouraged
to become part of the spectacle
themselves, adorning their winter
attire with illuminated accessories
and twinkling lights.

For those seeking a more
grown-up enchantment, Cin-
cinnati Nature Center will intro-
duce Glow Wild!, an inaugural
adults-only celebration on Janu-
ary 2, 2027. Reserved exclusively
for guests ages 21 and older, this
special evening offers a delightful
marriage of woodland serenity
and festive sophistication, featur-
ing live music, complimentary
hors doeuvres, beverages available
for purchase, and celestial explo-
ration through stargazing experi-
ences courtesy of the Cincinnati
Observatory.

General admission tickets are
$20 for nonmember adults and
$8 for nonmember children, with
discounted admission available
to Cincinnati Nature Center
members. Children ages two and
younger may attend free of charge.
Advance registration is required,
with timed arrivals available on
select December evenings.

Located at 4949 Tealtown
Road in Milford, Light in the
Forest offers families, couples,

and nature enthusiasts an oppor-
tunity to rediscover the beauty of
the natural world during a season
too often spent retreating indoors.
Visitors should dress warmly and
wear sturdy, weather-appropriate
footwear, as the approximately
hour-long experience unfolds
primarily outdoors. Pets are not
permitted, although service dogs
are welcome.

Tk

IF YOU GO

Opening Weekend: Dec.
4-6, 2026; tree lighting at 6
p.-m. nightly

Glow Wild! (21+): Jan. 2, 2027

Tickets: $20 adults, $8 kids
(nonmembers); 2 and under
free; advance registration
required

Where: 4949 Tealtown Rd.,
Milford

55 Holiday 2026



} .,‘ / - ;4 — g ‘_—,.,__ 'f,._
E S eTAG STOPIZ 222 00

&5 L | 7 & GROUNDHOGS ‘;\}//
5 :i = - :/ > { o )% ‘ r‘ ,,na“:

FL

-

.
;l\

 VETERAN OWNEDE
\ - < AND OPERATED *
RESIDENTIAL l HOA COMMUNITIES |‘ COMMERCIAL ——




EEPING SPIRITS BRIGHT: Pet

Safety Tips for the Holidays

By Sharon Boyles

Temptation For Your Pet Abounds When The Holidays
Roll Around! A beautiful Christmas tree is the perfect
opportunity for your cat to conquer and destroy. An
abundance of festive holiday food is the perfect
opportunity for your dog to launch a surprise attack on a
tasty new snack.

Holiday lights and holiday plug-in decorations provide the
perfect opportunity for your intrepid bunny to chew
through an electrical cord lying around.

Keeping your pets safe during the holidays often requires
nothing more than a little bit of forethought and some
basic awareness. Here are a few things to keep in mind this
holiday season:

» Open Flame: A curious paw or a wagging tail plus a
candle equals disaster and a possible trip to the
emergency vet. Keep candles in places where they aren't
easily reached or likely to be knocked over, and don't leave
them unattended. If you have a fireplace, place a screen to
prevent sparks from flying out and landing on your pet.

» O Christmas Tree: Everyone's seen those YouTube
videos of a cat climbing the Christmas tree. It's cute and
funny, but it's also very real. Christmas trees are the
ultimate temptation for many cats because there's an
abundance of shiny or feathery ornaments, things that
dangle just out of reach, and a perfect vertical area for

climbing. Secure your tree well so it doesn't get knocked
over, and hang ornaments on the higher branches. Avoid
tinsel, as well, because if your cat snacks on it, it can cause
blockages in the digestive tract.

« Electrical Cords: If you have small animals, you know
they have a tendency to nibble on cords. There are usually
more electrical cords present during the holiday season,
so make sure your little furry friend won't find them or
reach them, or use a cord sleeve or bitter apple spray to
deter chewing.

« Festive Food: Avoid feeding your pets from the holiday
table. Fatty, spicy, and sweet foods can cause digestive
issues, as can turkey or chicken bones, which splinter when
chewed. Don't leave candy and chocolates out in the open,
and pick up any unattended alcoholic beverages, so they
aren't sampled by a curious pet.

« Live Plants: Several popular holidays plants are not
friendly for pets. Holly, mistletoe, and poinsettia can cause
stomach upset if they are eaten, and amaryllis can cause
lethargy, drooling, and vomiting. Keep plants out of reach
or choose pet-friendly options, such as an African violet or
a Christmas cactus.

» Holiday Roar: If you have a sensitive pet or a small
animal, create a safe zone where they can find some quiet
time away from the lights, noise, and action. You can also
run a white-noise machine to help calm them down and
block out the festivities. If your pet is sensitive to the
point of become panicked and hysterical, consult with
your vet to see if medication would help to calm them.

With a little bit of thought and care, both you and your
pet will enjoy a happy, healthy, safe, and loving holiday
season!




From Hissing Cockroaches to
Hedgehogs: Exotic Pets are Taking

Center Stage

By Sharon Boyles

When most people think of pets, they usually think
of a cat or dog. While it's true that cats and dogs get
the most love in the U.S, exotic pets (such as small
reptiles, pocket pets, arachnids and insects, and
miniature farm animals) are on the rise, especially
among Millennials and Gen Z. The trend for exotic
pets is also being driven by the shift toward urban
and apartment life and overall smaller living spaces.
Exotic pet ownership reached an all-time high in
2026, with an unusual pet present in nearly 18.5
million households in this country. There are even a
few insurance companies that are now starting to
offer insurance for 50+ different exotic pets. If
you're the kind of person who likes to think outside
the box or if you've always been curious about
exotic pets, here are a few ideas to get you thinking.

African Pygmy Hedgehogs are not only cute, but
they also make curious, quirky, and fun companions!
They are quiet, low allergen, and relatively
independent, and despite their spiny exterior, they
can be really affectionate and enjoy time with their
owner. Keep in mind that they are primarily nocturnal
animals, and they need a diet rich in protein and low
in fat to stay happy and healthy. They also thrive in a
warm environment and an enclosure that is safe and

cozy for them.

”J
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The Fennec Fox is a tiny fox with huge ears, which
help to dissipate heat in their native homeland of
the Saraha Desert. They are high-energy pets who
need space to roam, lots of interaction, and mental
stimulation to thrive. They enjoy noshing on insects,
high-quality cat food, raw meat, some fruits, and
vegetables. They are not domesticated in the same
sense as dogs and cats, so you will likely see more
instinctual behavior, such as digging and escaping. If
you're up for a challenge, a Fennec Fox might be just
right for you!

If you're an aquarist, then an Axolotl, also called the
“Mexican walking fish”, might be something to
consider. These freshwater, aquatic salamanders will
need at least a 20-gallon
tank with a clean, cool
aquatic environment
, good filtration,
and several
hiding places in
order to thrive.
They are easier
to care for than
most fish, and
they enjoy a diet
of small fish, special
pellets, and worms. They
are highly sensitive to water quality, so you'll need to
be vigilant about your water parameters and keep
the tank clean.

Many people might be put off by the name Bearded
Dragon, but did you know that these small reptiles
(affectionately known as beardies) have a calm
personality and are friendly and interactive with
their human? They typically grow 16-24 inches, and
they need an enclosure that is at least 40-75 gallons
and fitted with UVB lighting, heat lamps, branches to



climb on, hiding places, a shallow water dish, and a temperature gradient. They enjoy a diet of insects (such
as crickets), fresh fruits, and veggies.

It may seem strange to think about having a pig running around your house, but a
Miniature Pig (also called teacup, potbellied, or micro pig) can be a great
addition to your household, if you have the space. Pigs are smart and can
be house trained, given complex commands, and taught to do tricks. They
bond well with their family and enjoy having indoor and outdoor space to
roam and ramble. Regular care includes hoof trimming and a balanced
diet with controlled portions to reduce the risk of obesity. Be aware that s
miniature pigs typically get a lot bigger than a teacup! They usually . % i | _""
continue to grow and fill out for about five years, at which time they may \

weigh anywhere from 100-200 pounds. b

—

If a teacup pig isn't quite what you had in mind, maybe a Sugar Glider would <
be a better fit. These small, flying marsupials, native to Australia, New Guinea, and
Indonesia, are not only cute, but they are social, playful, and curious, and they can form bonds with their
owners. They can live 10-14 years in captivity, and caring for them can be intricate and tricky, so plenty of
research is needed before adopting one, and they are not recommended for beginners. They require a very
specific diet and consistent handling, socialization, and activities, and because they do fly, they need a larger
enclosure in which to explore. You'll need to spend dedicated time with them each day. Because they are
highly social animals, it's best to adopt them in pairs, so they don’t get lonely or depressed.

If you're really courageous, then a Madagascar Hissing Cockroach might be just right for you. Hissers thrive
best in a clean terrarium with a substrate of coconut fiber or bark and good ventilation. They like dark, warm,
humid, and secluded conditions, and a steady diet of fresh fruits and vegetables and dry pet food. Some
table scraps are acceptable. Hissers can climb any surface, including glass, and the nymphs adore exploring,
so make sure your terrarium is very secure to prevent any escape artists. Be advised that hissers really do
hiss when suddenly disturbed or when they need to ward off predators, establish territory, or communicate
with each other.

As with any pet, be responsible and do your research before adopting and committing, and absolutely check
out your local and state regulations regarding exotic pets. You'll also want to seek out a local veterinarian
who specializes in exotic pets, as well as a pet sitter who can attend to the needs of your unusual friend.
Costs for vet care, food, and habitat for an exotic pet are often expensive, and exotic pets can live as long as

a dog or a cat, or even longer, so you will need to make sure that you can love and care for your pet and keep .

them happy throughout their lifespan.

If you have an exotic pet, we_uﬂ/gt:m\ea“a@\out it, and so would our reacders! Drop us d line at
sharon@natipets.com. ™
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J Batavia, OH 45103 RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

$2 VEG

ER for Pets
24-HOUR EMERGENCY VET HOSPITAL

WHY CHOOSE VEG ER FOR PETS

customer-focused veterinary emergency care

callus24/7 see a vet now stay together stress less
Pet emergencies shouldn't be No appointment needed, walk ~ No waiting and wondering in a At VEG, we make a scary situation
put on hold. Call and speak with  in 24/7 — VEG is always open.  lobby. Stay with your pet the less stressful. We sit on the floor
a veterinarian 24 hours a day to Emergency vet care startsthe  entire time and get as involved with your pet, or wherever they're
get your questions answered. moment you walk in the door. as you like in their care. most comfortable.
CINCINNATI WEST CHESTER
3702 Madison Road 8370 Liberty Way, Suite A
Cincinnati, OH 45209 West Chester, OH 45069

(513) 653-3930 (513) 278-5067





